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ANTIQUITEES OF KHARI 




2 * 


Carvftd Stones from GajmiJri 








I The Antiquites of Khari. 

By Kalit'lfis Dutt, Majilpvir, ai-Pargunas District. 

Of the five copper-plftte grants of Lak-shmaiiasciui known t-n ns, two were 
found !5t>utfi of fiftlcutta in tfie tract popularly called the Sundarbaii. 

Of these two, one was diKoovereil, in 1953. by Balm Nabin Chandra Bando- 
psififiaya in digging a tank in Oo'V'iridnpur. a village which bears No. 28 in the 
jurisdiction list of Sonarpiir Police t^tation and hi sitiiated some 3 miles north¬ 
west of Bamipur Railway station and 15 miles south of Odcutta. This find- 
spot lies Kvst of the old coiltho of the Gauges and falls in the ancient Vo-rdhaniana 
hhulii in which the village granted, Viddura^sana w-as situated, the Ganges 
forming half its eastern boundary {Imcription of Bmgal, Iff p. 97). 

The other grant genera Ily known os the Ja 3 magar or Snndarbau grant was 
discoverftl, about the year IfifiS, by the late Balm Haridas Dutt of ilajilpur 
in digging a taiik in the village of Eakultala, Lot No. 22, some 40 miles south 
of Calcutta and 10 miles south of Jatmagar-Majilpur Railway Station. This 
findspot lies to the mst of the old course of the Ganges and w’as included in the 
old Khiidl mandakv of Patmdmvardfiotitt'hfiHkUf in which the village gran ted j 
^fandalagrama was sitimteil {Inscrijytion of flf 7 igal, ITr p. 170), I shall refer 
to tliis grant in rletail in a later paragraph. 

Prom these two grants as well as the Nalhati grant of Vallalasena and the 
Ikirrackpiir grant of Vija^maerm we learn that in those days, the Cbingea divided 
the two divisioiLs or blioktis of lower Bengal, the land to the west of it forming 
the VarBamma-M^tkfi and Giat to the east the Piinndtavard’ianaMtim 
The Southern portion of the latter was called KhadT xnandala (according to the 
Jaynogar grant) or Khadi viahaya (according to the Barrackpur grant). The 
name is ev-idently preserved in the names of the modern village of Khari, a little 
to the north-east of Bakultala and tlie Khari Paigaua of 24-Pargaiias District. 

Ancient Adminstrative Divisions 

Prom the iiiscriptionfi tliscoveied in difierent parts of Bengal we find that, 
before the ^fiisUm mie, the country was divided for purposes of administration 
into bhuktis* or divisions. These were subdivided into ‘Jiaudalas’ or districts, 
and the latter again into *vfshaya.s’ or sub-divisions. The rider over a mandala 
was styled Mandalesvara’ or ‘Jrandaladhipa’ and sbiod as a vasstvl in relation 
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to his sovereign who liore the title of Pftmnie^vare Paramnblwttamka MakV 
rSjildbirajti/ 

We find in \^ol. I of the «th (Jlmptei {Mandetla y^ni} of the KmiatMitja 
NitMra that the Mandalarllupa jnled fmm a fort, pro^-idbig himFclf ssith a 
treasury and an army and courtiers and nrmistera : - 

Upetah ko-shii-dagdihhviim s -larnityah aalia mvntriblii^ | 
Dnrgasthaisscliiatajnet sadhii niandalaiu tnaiitd^ladJnpiih |j 

In C'hapter 80 iSM‘rkhi^-janma-khatida) of the BmAma-mimrkt-pumtia we 
find that a Jlandalesi-ara held sway over four himdred yovaiias i.c. mO miles 
circuit and twre the title of 'Raja* 

Oiatur==yojana-paTyantam=5adtukaraiii nripasya cha | 

^0 raja tach=chhatagtinah sa eva || 

The Simdarban in oldon days. 

The Kh^ll mandala of those ilaya must have itmhirled a nuicli wider area 
tlmii the present pargatia of that name. It included pmliahly the whole of the 
^Sundarban’ part of the 24-Pai^nas, east of the old coui^ie of the Ganges, called 
now* the Gmufdr BaM (or, at places, Adi GJangfi). The course lav past Kalighat 
Russa, Vaiahnavaghata, Rajpur, Mahvneha Mainagar, Raniipnr, 8asan, Sun™. 
Nachangacha, ifulati. Jangalin. Daksliui-Barasat, Sarbadah, Jaynagar, Vishnupur,’ 
(liliatwbhog, etc. on to the sea near the Sogar Island wliich is stlU held sacred’ 

This is the coiirec indicated in the R(j;/mangal of Krishimiam ami other old 
Bengali works. tHde the desmptiotiB of Chaitan>Ti^s journey towards Puri in the 
Chaitani/a-hhagavQta of Vrindavaudas, Chand Saudagar’s voyages in the 
Bhusan of Vipradaa Chakravarti, and Dhanapati and Sriraanta’s voyages in the 
C/iandi of Kaidkankail Mukuudaram. Even in the mop prepared by De Rirros 

in 1340, the Ganges is shown as flooring southwards past Khari liefore turnimr 
westwarr^s, ^ 


Tli.i» the tract of counttj- south of (Wcutto ami no» »ll«l the SumUrUn 
me, once traversml hy the lower reech of the Clougee, then ,»-ob«blv the only 
high wey for the see W tretle of the rich Oenges celley. Thie cireunmtence 
must lieve conduced to ite wealth end prospciitj-. How this prosnerity wee 
Bwept ^ay amithc tract Ireoame depopulated and overgrown wHtll dens^ foreat 
u, not known. The rrason may he political convulsion or, nurre prabably, smno 
cataclysm of nature wbeh devastated the tract and caused the Ranges to leave 
its course. (Oazetleer, 24-Farganas, p, IG), 
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Its ancient Prosperity 

Kvidencc, hoii'ever, of the prosperity wHch tliis tract once enjoyed is daily 
gniniitg strength. As the jungle is lieing cleared or old tanks le^excAvated 
we are finding remains of brick-built houses and templeSt stone and bronze 
images of Hindu and even Jaina and Buddhist gods and goddesses, insciiptions, 
coins and other antiqidties. One of the earliest finds in this tract was a hoard 
of Gupta coins discovered at Kalighat about 1783 (Warren Ik.stings’s time) 
which laid the foundations of the Gupta collection of the .British liruseum’ 
(Allan, p. xi). .A Vialmu image 3i ft. high wag ‘dragged up from the bed of 
the Ji^rasiivati river in the Bengal Sunderbau and presented to the Itidian Museum 
by J. IL Reily, Esq., asth January, 1S77’ (Anderson’s Catalogue p. 344, Sn, 1 ; 
see also Pram^i, 1335 B.S., AgraUayana. opposite p. 197}. Another fine 
\ iehnu image 5 ft. high was discovered at Sarisadah (near Di»,kshin—Barasat) 
and Ls now in the ftidlan Museum (No. 359*2, Bloch, Suppfemetitarg Catalogue 
p. 81 ; sec Fig. 14, or HfKimtavarsd 1334 B..S, Bravana p.-201}, 

I^ast year a Nrisinha image (Fig. 16) wan taken from the same place tv the 
Indian Museum liy Rai Bahadur Kamaprasad Chanda along with two images 
from the west side of the Bada viz. a Kuvera image from KrishnachautlrapuT 
(near Chhatrahhog) and a Garuda capital from Jalgliata. Many other images and 
antiquities have been founfl, some of wliicli may be seen in the locality. Of 
finds of more definite character, two copper-plate inscriptions as already noted, 
and aonid stone inscriptions are known to have been discovered in this area 
but they disappeared before they could be properly deciphered and published. 

I hove described many of the antiquities of Sundarhan in certaiti Bengali 
monthlies, m. Ba^utmli for Jyaistha, Kartika, and Magh, 1334 B.S.; and 
Bharatatnrsa for Bravan 1334 B.S. The present is a systematic account of the 
antiquities of Khari and the adjoining settlements east of the Baila j those of 
the area to its west (which fell in ancient \’ufdhama]ia-bhnkti) will be dealt 
with in another article, 

Khari 

The village Khari includes Khari, Gajmuri and other hamlets and bears 
Tanji No. 93 of the 24-raTganas collecfcomte. It lies in P. 8. Mathurapnr, 
about 4 miles south of the Police station across the Bitda. It is said to have been 
reclaimed about the middle of the 111th century after a forest fire, when ruins 
of brickbuilt houses and temples and of tanks were exposed to view. The 
Revenue Survey Report of 1 857 mentions the existence of several ruined temples 
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uml two hugo tanka in the ami, and Himter refers to tliciii in Ijis Sialistical 
Account, J, p, 235 thus 

'‘In the Simdaiban jungles just south of this fiscal division (KJiari) are the 
lenniins of Bcvcral temples, and the Revenue -Surveyor in 1S57 found the sites 
of two very large tanks dry and over-grown with jungles, and surroundefl by 
mounds and embankments from tliirty to forty feet in height. No clue could 
be obtained from the sim-omiding villagers as to their history*’* 

Lven now there is a heap of bricks north-west of the village, from wliich, 
it is said, Pratapaditya of Jessore removed two images, one of which he installed 
as Radha-ballava at Jayuagar and the other as Jjyum-suiidara at Durgapur 

P. S. Ja\tiagar, vidt;, List of Ancient Motutmeniji in the Pfesiihnci/ Division, 
p,p. 2 to 4. 

In the (jajniuri section of the v ill ago there are in the house of Jatluiiath 
Thakur a Vishnu image about 3 ft. high found in exeavatiug & tunk, (Fig.J) 
and some fine atclutectural pieces of black stone {Fig. 2)* The Vishnu image 
is of the usual four-armed type, holding a ‘aankha’ in the lower right haud,°a 
padma in the upper right hand, a *gada’ in the upper left and a ‘chakra^ in the 
lower left hand and is to be classed as a NarSyana aceordii^ to the Agnipurana. 
The architectural pieces are rare and interesting relies and are each about 
2 It. high. 

Lot No 22. Bakultala 

Ill this lot was found about the year 1863 a most important historical docu¬ 
ment, a copper-plate grant of Liksbmanasena. The plate unfortunately dis¬ 
appeared soon after its discovery, but thanks to a reading of it published by 
the late Ramgati Nyayaratna in Ins Vang<t bham o SakUm mskaifak Pmstai> 
It has been possible to reconstruct the text. By this grant Labihamauasena 

gave away,m year 2 of his reign, a plot of land in the village of Jlandalagrfima 
in the KautallapuTa chaturaka of the Khadi mandala of the Pauudravardhaua- 

bhukti. The Southern bountlary of the plot is given as Chitadikhata which can 

be easily Identified udth the Cldtarli-khal of the present settlement (imeriplions 
of Bengal, III, p. 170). 

Lot No 23. Baribhanga 

This settlement lying north of Khari derives its name from the extensive 
mins of hnck-buiit houses wlilch occur here. Of the many stone Imagea un- 

rarthenert irom tK, luins,» DaSal>h..ja (Diirga) image .iml time Vishnu images 

tiTc still in the village. ® 
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Lot No, 31. Raidighi 

Th.fi settlemcut lies south, of Lot ‘23 and is bounded on the east and soutli by 
a stream. According to its present owner, Babu liaradaprasad Kay Choiidhuri 
it derives its name from a tank dug in the dr}' bed of a very large old tank by 
his ancestor Sitaram Kay the first lessee of the settlement. The old tank bed 
measnres 110 bighas according to recent survey. The story wliich seeks to 
connect the name uith a ‘Raigarh’ fort of Pratapaditya (Satischanilta Ultra, 
Jt'swt' Khulnaf JtiJifts II, p. 201) is an improbable one. A stone slab inscribed 
in Sanskrit is reported to have Ijcen discovered in this tank. It was prolxibly 
seen hy Mr. Nakuleswar Bhattacharya of Kalighat aiul La referred to by hira 
in liis novel Kumitdananda. The stone mi fortunately is not now traceable. 

Another important find wliicli also has diaapiieared is a Huddlia image re¬ 
ferred to in a {laper on ‘the GcoU^y of Sutidarbait.’reiid at the SahityaSanmilana 
at Burdwan (1915) by the late 8urescharulra Dutt of iTstL Diatnond Harbour 
Sub-Division, 

The rivet liaidiglii Gang which l>outids the settlement on the e^ist and con¬ 
nects the iloni river with the C'iiliatuu is studded with mins on both banks. 
About the year 1880, a fine blackstone Tfigambar’ image of the '23rd Jain Tir- 
thankar, Parsvanath was found in the river by a fisheiiuan and removed to 
Bolbaimu, P, lilotla, where it may lie seen now under a I'amaritui tree in the 
fisherineirs tiuartera l>eing worsliipped as ■Dharniathaknr,’ The image which 
is 2-1 ft, high (Fig. 3) rcpicsents the I’irthankam as stauiling naked with an nni- 
brella surmounting a mivny-hoiHled snake-head spread over Ids head, On 
either side of the umbiella k a drum, lielow which is a female figure carrpug a 
garland. On either side of the image is a male figure carrying a ‘chowri,’ 
standing on a lotus. Between them and the Tirthankara, as well aa on the 
pedestal snakes are carved, the emblem of Parevanatb. 

Two other Jain images have liecn collected by me in this tract. Uiie is a 
miniature stone Svetainvara image of Kammath the 21st Tirthankara found 
in plot K, IbithaTpriitima, P. S. Mathuiapur, sonie 14 ndlea S. W. of fiaitbghi. 
The image is a thin one, 4 in, high and 23 in. wide. The head has disappeared; 
the figure is a standing one aiitl bears marks of drapery. On its right is carved 
a lotus, the emblem of the '21st Tirthankara. 

The other is a ^Digamvom'image of Arlinathiv (Fig, 4) the first Tiithonkara, 
dug out of an old tank at Ghatewar, some 11 miles N, W. of Haidighi. This 
sculpture is 3 ft. o in. liigh and 1 ft. 9 in. broiid and represents the Tirthatikara 
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US Ktuiirling naked. 'rijLi stane is iniiili Ts-euthered atid ii big bit of tlie upper 
t'OTiier oTi the right hand and ii bit of the lower corner on the left are gone but 
we can trace the standing elligies of the twelve Tirthankaraa on the right and 
tweh'e on the left fdfle of the image. On each side is a male attendant standing 
00 a lotus with three small seated figures beyond them. In the i>edestal is the 
figure of a bull, the emblem of Adiiiatha. 

Lot No 26. Eankandighi. 

+ 

Ka.st of Jfaidighi aerass the Gang is T;ot No. 2<b called Kankandighi. The 
Stnithem i)ortioii of the Jjot is still under forest, but the northern portion which 
has l>een clearer! reveals a number of dried up tanks and brick mounds. Tiirce 
of the mounds called respectively (hvjgitir bati, Pilkhiiuir bati and SvetrujSr 
bati. espctially the last one, are pretty large. Several atone pillara, door fanibs 
and other sculptures have been found here. Oite of these, a Temarhable stone 
image I*f Vtahmi some 5 ft. high and Tiehlv carved, is now in the hoiiBe of a culti¬ 
vator ill the Krifaltali section of the village. Another is a Navagraha slab 
(Fig. 5) 3' 3' long and 1' 7" high, which is with me. It ivas the practice in 
olden days to use such slabs as lintels over entrances to temples. 

Lot No 116. Jatar DeuI 

'I’liis lot lies east of Kankandighi. Its central portion is still under forest, 
lint tiie clearing of the nortlicru |Xfrtion reveals a remarkable structure known as 
the Jatar Deul (Fig. fl). It towers nearly 1<M> ft. above the plairt aud is a striking 
land-mark in this part of the country. It is said that one iilr. Smith took a lease 
of this Lot in the seventies of the 19th centuri- and knocked down the top of 
the tower, to search for treasure. It has reeenfly Iwcn brought under the 
Ancient ^lonuinente Preservation Act, and repaired l)y Government. 

The tower is square in plan with rectangular projections in the middle of 
each face. The entrance which is on the east is 94 ft. wide and Is sjiamied by a 
pointed arch. The inside is about 10 ft, square and the walls are about 10 ft. 
thick. No plinth is risible and the fioot b some six feet below the present level 
of the ground, and b reached by a flight of steps. laside the tower, are 
brackets built into the wall 

The tower is built of thin bricks laid in a cement of black colour, and de¬ 
corated with curved bricks some of which liave fallen off. There is a large well 
N. E, of the tower, and n heap of old Wicks to its north, whicli is said to rover 
the ruins of an old room. 
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Tliere is no trace of any iimgc or of woraliip in the tower. Wliat purpose 
it served is now a matter of conjecture. Some persons object to its being taken 
as a Hindu temple on account of tbe entrance being on the east. But this 
objection is untenable as entrances on this side are prescribed in the Ilmjasireha 
Panchardtm see Seida Kalfadrmia, under Hiuiter says, "In Lot 

No. 116 the ruins are said to l)e Buddhistic” SiQsti<xtl Account I, p. 381, Imt 
gives no reason for his statement. Mr, Stitisohaudra AlitTa opines that the 
tower is 400 to 500 years old and is a tower of victory,, probably of 
Pratapaditya (Jessorc-KIutlmr /it/m I, p. fin and TI, p, 301) but gives no 
evidence or reason in support of his opinion. 

Regarding its present ntme of Jatar-cJeul two legends are current. One 
is that this tract \vas frequented by a tiger which had a jn/a, or a clotted fur. 
The second one which is referretl to in the List of Anoi&d Moinnuents the 
Pmidency Division is that the tmver held a Siva image known as 'Jatadhari.' 

The only historical evidence that we know of is a copper-plate said to have 
been discovered at this site and referred to in the List of Monufii&ilSt p. 3 as 
follo^Ts: 

“The Deputy Collector of Diamond Harbour repotted in 1875 that a copper¬ 
plate discovered in a place a little to the north of Jatm Deul fixes the flate of the 
erection of this temple by Raja Jayanta Cha)idra in the year 897 of the Bengali 
Sak era corresponding to A.D. 975. 1’he nopper-pbte utw discovercfl at the 
clearing of the jungle by the grantee Diirga Prosad C'houflhuiy. Tlie inscription 
Ls in Sanskrit and the date as usual w-ns given in an cnignia with the luime of 
tlic foimdcr,” 

Unfortunately no trace ia now avaHable of this copper-plate nor does the name 
of King Jayanta CUmndra occur in any other knouTi inscription or historicol 
record. 

Tlie tower liears a striking resemblance to a similar tower on tlie south liank 
of the Ajay rivet near Kendnli, which is knoari as Ichhai Ghasher Deni (Fig. 7) 
{BiMum Vkmanc[, pt. 1, p. 230). This Iclihai Ghosh is said to have lived at 
the time of Devapala. the son and successor of king Dhai tnniapala cf Gauda, 
and the Jatar Deul may possibly be ascribed to that age. In the ^fungir as 
well as the Nalauda plates of Devapjila it is said of Gopala that ‘ha^'ing con¬ 
quered the Earth reaching upto the sea and considering tliat his elephants would 
now be a useless burden, he set them free' (V, 3) and of Dharmniapala that 

‘the servants of the king..performed religious observances at the spot where 

the Ganges meets the sea’ (V. 7), Gauddtekha7H(ila p. 42 and F. /?. Slonograplt 
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Xo, 1. possibly this part of Bengal fiitinf emly iijttle'r the sway of th*' Tfila 
kings and the two towers icpresent the p-iehiletfuTal skill which niniked that 
period nf their rule. Both the towers though built of luick remind ns of the 
Orifsion style of arehitectiiTe as displayed., for eicample, in the Lingataja temple 
at Bhii vanes war. The entraiue to the Jafar tteul with its pKiinted arcli differs 
from the rectangular entioncea of the Otisia temples- but this difTerence, aa 
!Mt- Havell says may Iw due to the Bengal airhitocts having to use bricks instead 
of .■stones, rompaiiirg the style cf these towers with the present day style of 
temple constTuction on the model of tliatched huts, it may Iw concluded that the 
latter style originated long after the Bala pciiosJ. 

8ome eop)3er-coins of a iiesr ts'pe havTS Weti found in 1928 near this site. 
(Ijne fif these weigli£ alxait 1| tola, k loiighly ciiciilBr in shape andi incasures 
Jiboiit 1 * in ssidth. On one side ia the figure of an elephant nith a rider on its 
back. On the other side are indistinct marks. 

Near the Deul two fragnieirts of stone were dug out marked with floral decora¬ 
tions and so me figiire-t. They were Mug in the zcn>indar’s Kuteliery till 19Q8 
when they were reniovetl by Jfr. Birge, Settle moiit Officer, for decipherment of 
tliR inscriptions which arc said to lie car veil on them, 

Tn this lot are two lirick mounds, one to the west of the Deul and on tlie east 
bank of the {IhJiatua Nadi and tlie other, some a mile south of the Dciil. 'J'hese 
mounds are about 23 ft. high and stand o’^'er an acre of groimd each ami aie 
composed of bricks much larger than the modern ones. 

Lot. No. 23 * Salgora 

North of Jatar Deul across the .Moni is fjot No. 29, ciiUed Nalgora, in which 
sevemi brick mounds have been exposed, the largest one being called the 
Math-bari. It is about 30 ft, high anfl stands over an acre of ground. Recently 
one l^khal Haklar dug into it and cxpaserl a thick wall to -view (Big. g). A largo 
old tank covering some 40 bighas of ground with banka 30 ft. high lias also lieen 
disctiveted in this Lot. 

A little to the north of the ihith-hari have lieen discovered five miniature 
bronze images [Figs. 9, 10 and 11), two miniature stone images and an unique 
stone sculpture thape<l like a swan [Fig, 12). (Jf the bronzes, two represent 
Mshnu, tw'o Hsriti and one Uma-.^fnheSvaia. Of the two stone imnintures, 
none of which I can identic, one is a male figure and the other a female one. 
Two of the bronzes are with me, viz. a Vishnu 13 in. high and Ilariti 3i in. 
high. 
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9. Bronze images from N a Igor a 
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Lot No. 2B Manirtat. 

It lies to the noith of Na,!gom and ahuts on the Sfoni rim. Of the mins 
exposed here tlie most itmarkabie is a huge rampart wall which is called Jainarain 
Hathir Garb, cut into 3 lengths bj- the river. The first one is 5 miles loiig, 136 ft. 
wide ati<i 25 ft. high and ends on the lloiii livof at a place which is called Dhaa- 
bhanga or the ‘Breach’ (Fig, tS). The second one lies Ijctvvecn this breach and 
the noTthein bcintuhirv of Lot No. 2!) Nalgr.ra where there is a second hreatch, 
It is 2 miles long, ]42 ft, brned and 30 ft, high. The third one lies on the west 
side of the liver in l^ot !4. IbvIhakantapUT, adjoining Ivliilri. It is I mile 
long, 145 ft. broad and 40 ft. high. It is said that when the plot w^s given 
over for settlement this rampart wns over-grown with tall trees of \f\Tabolam, 
Banyan etc. Mr, Sarischandra Mitia opines tliat this rampart is the remains 
of a fort of king Pratapaditya, winch he calls Moni-duiga after the iloni river 
close hy, Tlieie is no authority for this opinion. On tlie contrary the nature 
of the mins and tlic old broiixe and stone images found in Nalgora dose to the 
second lircadi leave little doubt that tlve stnicture must be of a much earlier 
flate. 

Antiquities «ast of Ehari. 

The al>ove forms a compact group of settlements round Khari lietwoen the 
Badfi or oki course of the Ganges, and the ThakurAni river. Equally interesting 
antiquities liaine been discovered to the north of this area, but lx?fore describing 
them f shall refer to a few places east of tin? 'fhukuruiii river. 

Lot No. 117 - Maipit. 

This lot lies soiitli-east of Lot N<i. 11(5 Jata^r Deiil across the Thakiiraiii river, 
near the bank of which a huge Imiek mound lias lieen ex^xised to riew. The 
lot is for the most part yet unreclaimed. 

Lot No 122 • Madhabpur & Delbari^ 

North of r.ot No, U7 (Maipit) is Lot No. 119 to the north of which and 
separated by a river lies Ix>t No. 122. Many ruinecl brick structures, tanks 
and wells have been diacovered, the meet proiuinent lieing a huge mound in 
Madhabpur, from which a fine bronKc image of Simha-vahini (Duiga.) and some 
j stone sculptures have been dug out. In the neighbouring settlement of Delliari 
ha vie been revealed a brick-built glint and two briok temples—which though 
much dilapidated appear to he of modem 

e 
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This lot ftivd lot Xo. 123 iKJrdcr on t-lie liver which licte (ViviilHJS the 

Mathornpur P, K. of AHpnr Suh-Division from the f^iitkskhali V. S. of [iasiiliat 
iitjb-Division. 

Lots No Gar^bn-Basu & 123 Bharatgarh. 

The fiist aottlenients've meet l>eyond the are jdota No. 127 anti 128 

Wtween which how the Sialfeli Khal connecting the llatia with the Viflya Xadh 

The greater part of L«>t Xo. 127 k still iinTeclaiine(.l. In it«i uoithfTTi part, 
near the wed: bank of the Khal a big brick imnind IticaUy known as Hiiifichir 
mandir has been disc(»veretl. 

East of the KhSl and in Lot X<>. 128 are the reniaiTiS of the rainiMrt aiwi 
moat of an old foit which is known as the Bharat-gath and lias given its name 
to the Ijot. At some distance from it is a big monnd of bricks from which 2 or 3 
stone images were diGCovcrcd some time ago. It is known as Ehamt- Rajar 
^^andi^, In the neighlKniiiiig distiirt of Khulna some 12 miles south of Daulat- 
pur and on the bank of the Bliadra Nadi is a huge brick mtunwi called Bhamt 
Bhayna (see Ifr. Dikshit’s report, Jmore Klntlmr Kihfis TI, p. 871). Possibly 
lx>th the mounds are asGriliefl to the same person. 

Mr. Satiachaudrfl Mitra opines that in the period of aiiarcUy which pTeccdeil 
the Pahi rule, there was a kuig named Bharata in this pari of tlie country after 
whom the mounds are named. {Ifi/tfiA n,p. IflSi). But there is iio profjf or 
authoiity in support of this opinion. 

In the mound called Bharat Rajiir Mandir two or three stone sculptures were 
discovered sometime ago. One of these which is being wto shipped as Tanchanan' 
ig an image of BuddJia. From this some people think that the mound ia the 
lemains of a Buddliist structuTC. Tltis is very probable as some 30 miles north 
of tluB spot is Balanda, P. S. Haroa, Basirhat Sub-DiviBion, which MM. Hara- 
prasad Sastri identifies with Bala-Balablii of ancient days and Bagdi of later 
date. {JJanujcAantaw, Introduction, p. 14), From liis address to the Sshitya 
Sanmilana at Calcutta {jl/diww*, A'aisSkh, 1321, B.S,) we learn tliat about JOOO 
years ago, there were numerous Buddhist viharas in the tract now known as the 
24 'Parganas District, where Buddhist monks wrote their works and preached 
their faith, and that in the now insignificant parganas of llatiaghar and Ikdanda, 
there were vihares wliere the monks studied the Pra^}iapaTamkd. 

Lots No 139 HaThhanga & No 130. 

These lie to the north of Lot No. 128. In each of them a large tank has 
been eiposetl, tliat in the latter plot being called Galaldaruir pukhur. 
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Neti Dhopani Nadi 

SSoDie ten iiiilcs south of Bharntgarh aad foimitig the southern boundary 
of Lot No. 157, ill Saiuleshkhali P. S. is a stream ftomng from w'cst to east, 
whifli is kiiomi as Neti Dhopaiii Nadi. Tliis iiame is connected with the legend 
of the death-defying dcvotkm of Ifeliida and the introduction of the worship 
f>f the snake goddws Manasa which forms the theme of so many old Bengali 
poemis. 

.Mr. Dineschttudni Sen enumerates the names of some sixty authors of such 
poems uiost of whom H on fished, according to him, some 300 years ago the most 
prominent being Ksheui5naiulo, Vi])radas, \ijayagupta {ifenjofi IiQV^uaife tiJid 
Utemlnre. pp. 2U*2 et aeq.). Other atreanK in other parts of Bengal claim this 
name, but it is to be noted that most of the poems mentioned speak 
of merchant (’hand's vessels trading in the Simdarban and it is therefore 
not unreaRonalile to I'oniiect this stream with the Ijegeiid. 

hi lioth [leiineH's Atlas of I77H and Kllisoids iltap of iSniwlarimn of ISTS, 
t he atreain is named Neti IHutyiani Nadi. 

Antiquities North of khari 
Lots 30, 32 & 33 Baishata. 

( Vmiing back to the west of the TUakuraiii river we have Lots 30,32 and 33 
lying north of Lot No. 28, where big ohl rampart has been discovered. On 
the north of a little stream called the Nalua Gang and in the settlement known 
as Ghosher chaU is a mound called Mathbari which is about 40 ft, high and 
stands over nearly 2 acres of ground. This ia evidently tlie structure shewn 
as the Fnffoda in Renneirs Atlas of 1778. when probably it was not so iblapidated 
as at present, fiome years ago the late Sarat Chandra Cdiosh of Majilpur 
dug into this mound and unearthed 2 or .3 atone images of Mahishamardini 
and fiome stone jambs and lintels, one of vvliich mis inscribed. T.his stone 
subsequently fell into the tank of tlw ueighbounng Kutchery. In the dry- 
season of 1928 t made till effort ti> raise the stone but failed on account of 

■I 

the depth of water. 

Near this mound is a smaller oue and further ou iu the settlenflut of Knshna- 
tiagav is a bigger mu mid, the liottom portion of wliich is still iirtact, tho upper 
part lieing deamled of bricks t<i build a iieighbouriug Kutchcr)-, Babu bivadas 
Dutt of Majilpur, the present owner says that this w-aa done in his father’s time 
in the seventies of the i9th Century*, and that some stone images and other 
relics were discovered of which unfortunately no tiiice can be had at present. 
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Kbania ShabzadpuF 

'I’Jds village lies on the oUl course of the t Ganges some six miles north of 
Baishata, and close to Jayatiagar-Majilpur. ft is said that in the prc-Mitslim 
days there was a settlement of over 400 Chattopadliyaya Brahmans in this 
village. Their descendants arc now known as Khaner Cbatturj'e’. Lately one 
Tarak Bardar lias found some atone images and stone vessels when digging in his 
garden at this place. 

Saris ad ah 

Some 4 imles north ol Majilpiir and on the east hank of the old eonrse of the 
(hinges near Dakslun-Bara-^at Jiaihvay Station is Sarh^dali from whicli as noted 
before a fine Vishnu biage (Fig. 14) 5 ft. high was taken tfi the Calnitta Miiseutn 
(No. 2o92}. Tt is an excellent work of the chisel carved out of a verv hard 
basalt stone’ (Bloch, Suppietnenlarif Ca'alaguet p. 81). 

According to the Fm! it-d AurnioUa™ of lletiiadri. the ini age is to he classed 
as Vasudeva, the male atteiidaut on its left (a jx^^raojlifted fliakra) as kninhodam 
and the female attendant on its right (a personified (Jadfl) aa Siiloehana, 

Near the spot where t)ie Vishnu image w.w discoveretl a monolithic pillar 
about 10 ft. long (Fig. 15) is lying. It is said that some niom pillars of this sort 
lie buried at the qjot. They probably formed parts of the temple for the Vishnu 
image. Close by are the remains of an old ghat. 

Near this place, in the tank of the Kutcherj' of the late Ijahu ijjurendra Nath 
Dutt of 31aplpUT, a stone image of Nrisindio (Fig, Ifi) *2 ft, lijgh was unearthed 
which is now in the Calcutta Museum. Another find at this place is a 
Siva-lingam some three feet higli of hexagonal l)ase with its C-rauri-patta of 
black stone. 

To the north of this place is a settlement where there is a number of Muslim 
tombs from which it is called Kassirdai'iga. Here 1 have found a stone medallion 
or 'chakra’ of quite a novel design Ijearing a figure of Vialinu dancing on Garuda 
in the centre (Fig. 18), The border consists of tw'o rings of fioral design with 
twelve lozenge-shaped spokes between. The medallion is of 1 ft- 0 in. diameter 
and is carved, exaitly alike on its two faces and stands on a base shaped like the 
lotus capital of a pillar. The Bculpture represents \ushnu in the attitude of a 
dance with the legs bent and tlie upper two hands raised above the head as if 
clapping, wliile the lower two hold icspeetivcly a -gada’ and tv ‘chakra,* As 
no-wlicre else is Vislmu rciiresented as dancing, this sculpture is a unique one. 
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17. Sutya from Kasinagar 
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Vialitiii ifi decomtetl 'svith the 'V auamrilu, earrings and armlets and a ‘turban* ou 
the head* (!ianida is represented as kneeling witli folded bauds utul wings 
outspread, over which *Vishnu is daacitig. 

Kasipur 

Some three miles east of SarLsadah is Kasipur, from which I liave collected 
in Jlilarch l&Sfi a Surya image (Fig. 17). The miage is 3 ft. 6 in. high and 1 ft. 
1 in. hroad and apjjcars to Ije of an early date, la^ariug a striking resemblance 
with the image from Deora, Bogra Dist. (Varciidta Research Society's Annml 
Reporif 1937-28, MuBeuui No. 693). 

Dwarir Jangal 

I^st of Sarisadah la au old high way called Divarir Jangal. It may be 
traced from Kaligluit along the east bank of the old tianges to Chhairabhog 
where it pisses on to tlie w'eet bank ending some miles lower down. It was a 
part i>i the old pilgrim route from Hardivar where the flanges debouches from 
the Himalayas to Sagar, the holy spot wdiere it meets the Sea. We leam from the 
Chaiiantja-hJi^amta of Vrindavauadas an<l ChaUamja’CharUamiita oi Kaviiaj 
Gosvami (16th century) that Chaitaiiya followed tlus route from Atisara (near 
Baruipur) to Chhatiabhog, wliere he took a boat for Puri. This road fell into 
rlisuse after the construction of the Kulpi road during British Rule. 

Antiquities South of Khari 

Even on the new aettlements far south of Raidighi tui. plot E (Pathar- 
pratima from which a miniature Jain image has Ijcen collected, by me as already 
noted), Plot F (Rakshasa-khali), Plot G (Burirtst), Plot II and l>it No. 114, several 
large stone iinagea and reinams of brick built houses and even stone inscriptions 
ate said to have been diseoveTcd, sliowing that the wliole tract down to the 
sea was once the home of a w'ealtby and prosperous people. 

Here I close my account of the antiquities of Khari, The tract west of 
the old course of the Ganges will forni the subject of another article. 
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[Repfinteii. wUb pfnnissliin, bam Moilirti FebruaTy, tgij] 

II. A new type of Vishnu from North Bengal. 

Bv Nani Gopal Majiimdar, ji a. 

In the fine follertion of «iulptnreF pTesentetl by Kgnmr fJi^rat Kiiinax Raj, 
M.A. of Dighapativa to the Rajshahi Muftenm in 192f) then? is one %vhitli is of 
particular interest. It comes fiom Kalaiularpiir in Bogra District (.Museum 
No. ttfl] ; ^ 32 b3' 15j inches), A ptelinunat\’ account of it has been published 
by me in the Report of the Varcndra Research Socielt/ for 19*25-36 p. 3 

of ‘Note on Adtbtions.’ A detailed account will, I hope, interest seholars. 

Ah will appear from the accoinpanving illustiation (Fig. 1), the sculpture 
TcpreBcnte a deity wearing a long garland reaching to the Imees with four hands 
hearing respectively sanhha (conch), chaha (discus), (}ada (mace) and padma 
(lotus). He can therefore be no other than Vishnu. Regarding some of his 
attributes a few remaTbe are necessary. The luiup in the lower right hand 
e^^dently represents a lotua-bud. The discus is placed vertically on a lotus, 
the stalk of which is held by the figure in his upper liglit hand. In his upper 
left liand is another lotus-stalk and the mate is laid horieontally on the lotu.s. 
Ordinarilv, thesse attributes do not surmount lotuses, but are held directly b3* the 
hands, the 'mace’ represented as a thick long staff being held in a vertical position. 
In the present case, however, being placed horizontallj* on the lotus the mace 
has been repressented as a ferrule tvit-h thick ends. The cc^rrugated amalaka 
pattern at the two ends form the distinctive feature of the symbol for mace. 
The identify of this attribute will he clear by comparison with a similar image 
in Rajshahi Museum as noted hereafter. For mace and discus placed on lotus 
attention may be drawn to two Vishnu images from near Sagar-dighi in Murshi- 
dabad District, Bengal, illustiated in the Hovdbook to the Sculptures in the Mvsettm 
of tfi£ Bangiya if^aM^^-2’aria/^ad (Calcutta, 1922), Pis, XXI\ and XX^ ; also 
R. D, Sanerji, Banghr Ilihast voL I, plates 26 and 27. 

The deitj' in Fig. I has four male attendants. Of them the one that stands 
next to him on tlm right carries (above the shoulder) a discus on lotus and the 
one that stands next to him on the left, a coneb simUaTly resting on lotus. They 
are to be identified as Ayudhapurusbas. Similar Ayudhapurusbas appear as 
attendants of Vishnu instead of his wives Ijakshnii and fearasvati, in the two 
images from near Sagar-dighi, 
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Wliat acids tonaiderabiy to tba Interest of tlie sculpture are two small figures 
uaniely a two-aTmcd male figmc seated in nieditatiou above Vishmi’s head 
and a six-armed dancing male figure l>elow Vishnu’s lotus seat. Seated figure 
occurring in the same composition with Mshnu is a novelty in Bengal sculpture, 
although it is not rare in the sculptimvl remains of other provinces. For instance 
there is quite a number of Vishnu image.s in the ^lathura Museum, in all 
of which a couple of seated figures appear above the liead of Vishnu. 
They have been identified by Dr. Vogel as Endmia and 8iva, and 
the images have been described as representations of the Ifindu 
trinity {Cutatwfue of thf .Irch. \fiimitH at d/(i//(uru, pp. 94, &8, 99, 102 
etc. ant] cf. a seated figure above the head of a Vaishnavi imago, 
Ibid, Pi, XVII, Xo, D, fi). ft is very probable that the present sculpture from 
X'orth Bengal, which has a seated figure above Vishnu’s head and a dancing 
figure below his lotus-seat, represents the same conception, the seated figure 
at the top represeuting the god Brahma and the dancing figure at the bottom 
the god Siva. Usually A'ishnu occupies a position between his tu'o divine 
eofifrereSf ajid this sculpture is quite in accord ivith this convention. 

This Tidew finds a strange confirmation in a sirniiar sculpture (Museum No. 302) 
which was brought to tiie Rajshahi .Museum Irom Malii-Siintosh in Dinajpur 
District, stinie *20 miles west of Kalandarpur in 1916 (Fig. 2). This scidptuie is 
sadly inutilated. Tlic middle portion representing tlie trunk of Vishnu aud the 
upper triangular jwrtion of the back slab am cut away, evidently to adapt the 
slab for use in a Mnhaminadan atrueture, as the Arabesque ornamentjition on 
its back dearly shows (Fig. 3), I’lie upper portion, which hi all probalulity 
contained a seated figtiic as in the IvalandarpuT image is cut aivay, but the 
dancing figure at the liottom Temains intact show ing that the two "sculptures 
depict the same subject, namely the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and 8iva. In 
the Mahi-Santoah image I'ialmu is attended by Uk.dimi, Sarasvati and Garuda 
and lioids the mace, whitli is a tall one, in a vertical pjsition (see Fig, 2}, The 
dancing figure in the Mahi-Santosh sculpture lias four hands, while that in the 
Kalandarpur one has six. But each, it should be notcil, holds a how and arrow 
as found in the representations of (?iv{i in his or‘attitude of des¬ 

truction’ (Cf. Tripurantakamurti in Elenmh^ of Hindu /coiwjmpAy, vol. II, 
Lart 1, p. 168 et seq.). This destructive attitude would be in perfect harmony 
with the Trimurti conception, for Brahma is supposed to be the Creator, Vishnu, 
the PrcBcn-'CT and Siva, the Destroyer of the world. That the dancirlg fignie 
represents Siva is dedudble also from the fact that in both the sculptures the 
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New Vishnu from Kal^ln^ia^pu^ 

(Bogra District} 


Back- of iriutilated Vishnu Image from 
MaJ>i —San tosh 
(Dinajpuf Distnct} 




3- Mutilated Vishnu Image from 
Mahi—Santosh 



4, Fragment of Dancing Siva Image 
from Vikraiiiapore 

(Dacca District) 
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two uppermost arms of tlie tleit}' <m the riglit end the left are lifted over the 
head and touch each other. TJiis i» exactly how fclie two uppermost atmg of a 
deity are treated in a sculpture from Vikramapur, Dacca District {Pig. 4, 
Rajshahi Museum, No. 75) about whose identity as the Dancing Siva there 
is no doubt. 

Both the Vishnu images mentioned above bear donative inscriptions in 
ProtO'Bengali characters of about the 12th century A.D. That on the Ealandar* 
pur image mentions probably the name of a donor fiadhaka-lMlamtffha, The 
inscription on the broken image from Malu-Santosk which contains the names 
of twt> donors runs thus : Om datiajiftti Dtvo Om dnnajutjii Budho, ‘the donor 
Divo (Divyii) and the dcuuir Biidho (Budha)*. 


U 






IIL The 'Mother and Child' Images of Bengal 

By Xiradb^tulhu Sanyal, M.A. 

Anaong the medieval sculptures of Bengal not nn uucomnion group is wliat 
is generally known ns the ‘Mother nntl Child/ The Museum of the Varcudm 
Research Society at Rajs ha hi contains eleven such specimens e- g. fig* I; 
the Indian Museum, the Dacca Museum, the Museum of the Bangiya 
i^ahitya-Parishad have each a few of them. The ‘mother’ in these sculptures 
appeals as Tecliniiig on a bed with a male infant lying by her side keeping a hand 
OR her breast. Her person is covered by a cloth, with a scarf throivn over her 
left shoulder, and .she is also decked in elaborate jewellerj*. In the right hand 
she holds an M/pa?!* (waterdily), the left supports the head. At her feet sits a 
female figure, shampooing her feet. Ksternal to the couch at citlier end is a 
female attendant one with a fly-whisk, the other, generally with a fan. At the 
top of the back-slab appears a number of divine figures, which are, generally, 
&iva-!inga, Karttikeya, iTaneia and Navagraha, besides the Ciandharvas on 
cither side* Other figures are also sometimes fouml in addition. One specimen^ 
in the Museum of tlie Varendm Research fkiciety shows a group of four goddesses 
besides all the deities mentioned above. One sits cross-legged with folded hands 
and tbe remaining are in the hlita pose, one in the attitude of worship and the 
other two, respectively with sahi (spear) and Kamandalu (water-pourer) and 
lotus and Kaniandalu. Another specimen* described in the Catalogue of the 
Museum of the B-jugiya SMiitya-Parishad bears figures only of Durga and 
Gane&v on the top of tlie slab, ivhiie below the conch on which the mother is 
lying are figures of a devotee and various accessories connected with 
worship, viz., flowers, offering of rice (nmVediya), lamp, incense-burner, pitcher, 
couch etc* 

Opinions arc not at one as to tlie subject which these sculptures represent* 
The various Identifications suggested in tins connection are noted below' : — 

f. Nativity of Buddha.* 

2. Nativity of Mahavira.* 

3. Nativity of Ganesa.^ 

4. Natirity of Krishna** 

Few cogent reasons have, however, been adduced in support of any of 
these different views. The appearance of Brahmanical deities on the top of the 
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slab aegativea tke idea ol these images l^iug either Buddhist or Jama. Xothlug 
in them is distinctive enough to justify their identification vi'ith the birth- 
acene of either Buddlia^ or Jlahavlra." So far as tlie representation of the 
former is concerned, it is worthy of note that sculpt-nros are known conforming 
closely to the story of the mj'stic birth in the Liimbini grove. What, therefore, 
is the justification to connect the same storj' with these two entirely different 
representations ? 

Reference htvs already l>een mede to ari image in the Jluseum of the Bangij'a 
Sahitya-Parishad nith figures of Ding a and Oane^* on the top of the back-slab. 
The late Ur. M. M. (hingnU opined from this that the group exhibits the st'cne of the 
birth of Chmeia. But neither docs the composition agree with any Puranic des¬ 
cription of the birth of (.huiesfi, nor does the mete presence of those .'itteiulaut 
deities necessarily lead to such a conclusion. As sugge.'-ted l>elow the signifirance 
of their representation may as well Ije diffeient. Further if tills group be 
taken to lepresent the birth of Ganewi, the figures of the mother and of the 
child should also lie identified respectively with Durgil and Oanesa, but are 
there any cognitiTC traits in them to support such an cssumption ? 

Xow oensider the question of aceepting the group as the scene of the bhth of 
Krishna, In connection with his aitide on the Krkftm-'jamtHWitmnl^^ Prof. Weber 
points out that the ritual of that festival put.s down the Tepiesentation of the holy 
nativity as on integml element in it. The existence of such images coeval with 
the celelTration of the Jam□ rushtaml may. therefore, l>e bifeiied with certainty. 
Regarding the details of the representation, the following pu.rticukr,s are ttoteil 
by Weber from the Bhanshyotiam Punhu! compivred with other connected texts’^ 

“Ill the centre (of the inlying house) a couch: on it an image of Devaki as just 
delivered, slumberiiig, with Krishna likewise sleeping as a suckling on tier breast. 
Also YasodS is to be represented as just delivered of a beautiful girl, Gods 
and genii of every kind arc to be lepreeented as soaring in the air'*. Vaaudeva 
armed with sword and shield stands at hand; likewise singing Apsaras and 
dancing Gandharvas.” Some of the texts add** tliat the breast of the child 
should lie ‘fnrntehed with the holy mvntsa sign’ and a text of the Bliamshyottam 
P«mncd*£ays that *tlic child presses the point of the breast witli Ida hands and 
looks up repeatedly and lo\'ingly into the face of the mother.’ 

It nnll be oliserved that the above description ivith a bttle iiiodification in 
the details applies to the images under notice. Tlie njother reclining on a 
couch in the centre of the pnel, may be identified with PcvukT and the child, 
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1. Image from Khetlal, Bogia Diatricl, 
V. R. S. Museum No, 41, 


2. Image in Dacca Museum. 
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with the iiewly bom Kiislmfl. 1 hiue not been able to trace in any image the 
srivalsa sign, on the lattei’s che^-tj but in an image (big. 2.) in the Museum** 

the cliild wcais a jewel attacherl to tlie necklace, which may be taken to lepretent 
the Kaustuliiia, Pies sing the nipple of the motliei s bieast, although not actually 
Slicking it, the babe ‘looks up TcpcatcHly and lovitiglv into tlic face of the 
rttothcT,’ Instances of the child, drinking at the iiKithcr e breast ate not, Iiowevet, 
altogethei wanting. For a photogiapih of one such icprcsentatioii I am in¬ 
debted to Rai Saheb Prayag l)ayal. It was brought to the Lucknow Mnseura 
frem Aivadvfira in the dktiict of ^lJrj.apur. The female attendant thampooing 
the iiiothet's feet is described as Lakalmii by some of the texts ; a short saluta¬ 
tion is also addiesecd to her in the ritual. In a .siuIptuTe of the seventh centuiy 
A.D. from Pathfiri, now in the Gwaliar Museuin, occurs also the figure of Vaaudeva 
aimed wth a sword.*’ In this specimen, however, the figures of Ijikshmi and 
of the gods above are alisent. In none of these groups is included the 
hgiiie of Va^la, as just delivered of a beautiful girl’ But a refeTcnoe 
to the inciflent of C'haudika vvanxing Kamssi from the sky alwut bis de-stined 
end may perliaps be implied in the occinreiice of licr miniatui'e representation 
on the top of the back-slab of a sculpture in the Museum of the BOngiva S^lutj’a- 
l^arishad mentioned above. 

Among the deities depicted on the top uf the sbb are sometimes also inchided 
the Xrtvagrahas, the idea probably king to indicate the lienign influence of idl 
the nine planets on tlie birth of the child. Si™-linga k fouml in most dwea, 
probably, as fiiva is one of the principal divinities ui the Brahiiiunical pantheon. 
S^iva is also stated in the Bhaffatata /hiraHid''tohave addressed a hymn to Krishna 
even when he was in the mother’s womb. The presence of Ganesa signifies the 
allaying of all troubles. The idea of representing gotJs in the air is a favourite one 
with the Piiranic imtere in the narration of heroic tales and the same has some¬ 
times found expression in sculptures when the subject gave the opportunity. 
As instances, reference may be made to a couple of sculptures in tlie 
Museum of the Varendra Research Society-one representing the maniage of 
Siva'* and the other, his On the liack-slab the foimer exhibits Nava- 

graha, Bralmia, Vishnu, Suiya, India etc. and the latter, Gane&fc, Vj&lmu, 
Brahms, Karttjkeya besides one doubtful figuie. Mention may also l>e 
made of au imagp of Mahiriiamarddini m the village of Dhanuta (Dist. Faiidpur), 
having at the [top of the slab fiSiues of Siva, \ishnu, Brahma, Gane&t and 
Kaittikeya in relief.*' 

The composition discussed above may thus be taken as the representation 


( 22 ) 


of tJic nativity of KtisIijui, ks it respinbles so tWly the desciiption of it in the 
Fiii^ias; the wide celelxoitioii of the daniiini;btnml is, perhaps, rof^on^ble for 
its having been so Ifirgely lepresented. fn the ,^fUanvauidhi, cliild Krishna, 
in tie foini hnoivii as Santsjia iiopSla, is stated to l>e shown in a similar attitude, 
as lyhig in the lap of \aSod& as a suckling on her breast looking often iip to her 
face and pressiiig the other breast with the tip of his finger.” Begarding the 
posture in which \asodS sltouhl lie exhifiited in this scene, this work remains 
silent. In the birth-scene, DeTOkI lemains iwrlined, as she is just deliveretl of 
lier child. Ng such conception being implied in the other group, there may not 
be any objection to have in it \aaodA represented as either seate<l or reclined. 
In this connection attention may be drawn to two images in the Mathura 
Hfiisenm,” which were found in Mathiuw, perhaps the richest provenance 
of the earliest sculptures relating to Krishna-lUa. They have been 
assigned to the Ku-shana period and lepiesent a female deity in a squatting 
posture, fanning a chikl lying in her lap and looking up to her face. Judging 
from their reseinblnnce with the description of the Sritatteoiiidki given alxjve, 
they may very well lie identified as VA4>da with child Krishna in her lap. 

* tufalagvt fA* An^tofitat rtlin t* MuHum of t*e I*. It. S p ndj»bLAh!. IflU, p, 2I>, Jtq.. tt (rf) S, 

’ M. CJiHfiTilti llaTidbook lict fAf fki fAg of Circuit*, 10:^ 

1% 6flp L jl) 2mr 

■ Prtie- .4*- 1&7$, p. 121, V. Smx'.h. thN iuwi'et frjm Patlj^n with KruiiaV lUtiTity 

of Fin* Ar\ pi, XS.KVi, »m? nha C K>cm^wilU3^ clt^d in n, 17 below. 

* Aw K. CooniitpawwnTp ^ Indiait and indonttian Ari^ I^idon 1927, pu SC 

* iL SJ. f foe. ciLp p. 9l!r 

* fVofi. I*. J23 s CininingbiLm^ A. S* Ji.n Vo3^ XV* p, 102, 
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p. 74 rr. 
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|jid* .djif.e VoK VI, p. 24$. 
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VARENDRA RESEARCH SOCIETY, RAJSHAHI. 

A note on the Arahic & Penian Inicriptions 
In. the Society*! Museum. 

By S. Shuf-ud-din, 


(a} Arabic Inxripttonf on $tone. 


1. Mahuantoih (Disk. Dtoajpur) stone insoTiption. 


Museum No. 814. Face rectangular, 19^ x 9^". lanes 2, Characters 
Tograh (in relief) 3" broad. Language Arabic. 

This inscription was found at the time of excavating a ruined mosque 
at Mahi-Santcwh in Dinajpur District and was presented to the Swiety 
by Kumar Sarat Kumar Kay. The block of stone bearing the inscription 
once formed the pedestol part of a Yiahnu image, as the lotus and other 
decorations at its back indicate. The inscription records that the 
mosque—evidently the one at Mahi-8antosh—was erected or consecrated 
on the 9th day of Ramzan in the Hijra year 912 (eonospondtog to February 

1507 iuD.) in the reign of Ala-ud4in Husain Shah, who reigned from 899 

to 025 A.n., k e, 1493-1519 A.n. One ride of the inscription is chipped off 
and a few words in the middle of the first lino are intricate to be road. 
Those defects, however, do not detract from the historical value of the 

record. 

The text of the inscription is given at page 7. The translation is 
os follows :— 

(Line 1) The Prophet— may God grant him peace and blessings—hM 
said . ..At the time of the powerful ruler Ala-ud-dunia-wa-udKlin 

Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah Sultan—may God perpetuate his kingdom and 


authority-- 

(Line 2).-....Dated the ninth day of the auspicious month of 

ttAmgATi of the year 912, 

ludciiw from sImUar inscriptions of Husnin Shnh’s Ume, such as 
the one mpioducad in Plate IB of Mr. E. D. amerji's Eaapter JKi« 
Part a, tha few words in the Srst line which cannot bo road owing to 
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intricate engraving probably convey tbe well-Icnown saying of Propbet 
Muhammafl man banii masjid an liliahi bana Uiiliu laliu bayt an fl, 
'Ijannati (Who builds a mosque for God, God builds a house for him in 
paradise). 

2. SultanganJ (near Godagari, Bist. Jlajshahi) stone inscription, 

Museum No. 731, Pace rectangulaT, 4 7-^ , Lines 4, last 

three in seven sections each ; Characters Arabic ^in relief) 1^ broad. 
Language Arabic, No date. < ,■ 

This inscription was found in the village of Sultanganj, P, S. Godagari, 
List Rajshalii and presented to the Society by Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray. 
The inscription is a curious one, being engraved in the seven compartments 
of a bloclt of stone which once formed the lintel of a door, and bears 
carvings in Hindu style (Pig. 7). The inscription emlxjdios the 25Gth 
verse of Chapter IX. of the Quran, commonly known as Ayatu 'l-kursi or 
‘the throne verse*. 

The text is given at page 7. The translation is as follows :— 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the. Compassionate, 

God 1 There is no God but Ho, the Living, the Eternal. Nor 

slumber saireth Him nor sleep. His what-so-ever is in tbe Heaven and 
whafc-so»ever is iti the earth. Who is he that can interce<te with Him but 
by His perinksion ? He knoweth what had Ijeen before them and what 
shall be after them ; yet nouglit of His knowledge shall they grasp, save 
what He uilleth. His throne reacheth over the Heaven and the earth, 
and the up^holding of both bunleneth Him not. He is the High, the Great. 

3. Sonadauga (iJist. Dina jpur) stone in script ion. 

Museum No. 324. Pace triangular, 2' 91" base x D" height. Lines 3, 
Characters Arabic (in relief) 2^" broad. Language Arabic. No date. 

This inscription was found at Sonadanga village in Dinajpur District 
and presented to the Society by Mr, Devendragati Ray of Balurghat. 
The block of stone bearing the inscription was evidently fixed over the 
entrance of some charitable instituUdn. The inscription embodies the 
263rd verse of Chapter II. of the Qiir<m. 


[il5eTit>ed Lintel from Sultangunj, near Godagari, Dist. Kajshahi 
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The text is given at page 7. Its trauslation is as follows 
In the name of God, Iterctful, the Compassionate. 

God Almighty has said :-^The likeness of those who ex^pend their 
Wlh for tho o»uHO of God fa ttot 

oeven 0010 , ood in each oar a hundred gra.no i and G«1 will mulUplj 
to whom He pleaseth. The Prophefc-^may God grant Imn peace 
blea^g^—said.... — 

(b) Persian Inscriptions on Bronze Cannon, 

1, Malda Brome cannon inscription. 

Museum Ko. 476. Leagth tX+Si" stump “♦ ®“"“‘ 

fereuee 17" at the hrecch and ItT hohind the muzale which is 
a tiger’s head. Bom U"- Xe^ht 124tl». Two small trunuious projWt 

at the middle. 

The inscription is incised in oullino and set off by the surfa^ 
being indented. It is in one line divided into three ^^tions hy raia 
ornamental hands. The charactrs are Persian If broad aijd the - 

13 Persian. Dated Hiira year 948 , ooi-responding to loil a>o. 
the backsight are engraved in Bengali the figures ’O ^ 

The oaunon was found nost Mahla town and appears to he the one 
seen hy Mr. It. T). Banorji. in the Bfatriot Magfatrato’s quarters at 5Ialda. 
rule Jem-ual aud Prooeeiiiips o /the Amittc Someti/ o/ Beupo . 
tt was presented to the Society hy Mr. A. K. Jameson, i. . . 
osnuou.in its make and its inscription, closely 

Shah’s, such as the one in the Gauripnr palace deserihed by Mr. Bane^ 

in J. A. S. B. mi, p. 44- or No. 1 of the (our Mnnon found nim 
near Narayangunj, B-noea IHst. ami described hy Mr. H. E. Staple 

in /. A. S. B. I909f pp. 367-70. . ,, ^ . au 

Me, Stapleton’s description is not only the first puUwhed JU la e 
most exhaustive and scholarly one that we have of Shot Shah s cannon. 
A sabstance of It is, therefore, given below. 

llaiiy of the observations apply to the cannon under notice. 

"Pour [of the cannon] have muzzles shaped like a lion or tiger a 
head, probably in compliment to the king whose name fa found engraved 
on the first one-Sher Shah, the coniueror of Humaynn . 
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'‘They were probably used on ships of war (the nuwwSrah). Their 
method of mounting is shown by the remains of the iron forts that still 
clasp the trunnions of two of the guns. This would permit only of 
motion up and down in a vertical plane, bat the block of wood that carried 
the prong might in turn have been able to rotate on a vertical axis, thus 
giving the gun a horizontal motion as well. The butt of each gim was 
east with a socket, into which a long handle or rod of iron was fitted to 
facilitate the aiming of the gun’*. [In the Malda gun this ‘socket* or 
handle ia broken off exposing its iron core. In the gun from Shershahi 
village, Kg. 6, the bronze ‘socket* is in tact with its iron core sticking out.] 

“The main inscription on this gun is specially interesting both 
because a date ia given and also for the information afforded by it regard¬ 
ing the arsenal assfatanU employed by Shor Shah. If Sher Shah thus 
employed [Binmi or] natives of Asia Minor or Turkey to improve the make 
of his guns, it seems possible that the marked improvement that occurred 
in the coinage during hU reign may also have originated from the west”. 

Mr, Stapleton then gives the text of the inscription which differs 
from the one on the Malda cannon in only two words viz. ‘nah* lor Tiasht 
in the date and ‘nikhyaah* for ‘b^hyad^ near the end of the inscription. 

“The date [D49 Hijra] shows that the gun was cast in the next year 
after Sher Shah had deposed Khixr Khan the first Governor of Bengal 
after Sher Shah reconquered Qaur in filfi (1539 a3,). vide J,A»S,B, 1875 
p, 295”. 

“Immediately behind the backsight occur the figures the present 
Bengali method of writing 3 mds, and 14 seers, and behind this ^ain is a 
j’jTI mark at the extreme end of the socket. On the lower side of the 
gun are found three inscriptions. The first, below the muzzle, is scratched 
in Persian and gives either the name of the gunner or a subsequent 

owner, Eif ‘at Ghozi. Another 0 also is seen here, Just above the name. 
At the other end, below the breech, is found in Begali the name Tamp 
E&ja. This may he taken as the name of the gun, and possibly has 
Toforence to some expedition during the sixteenth century into south Sylbet, 
of which Tataf is an important porganah,** 

“Just beyond the words Tarap Eaja, but upside down are found the 
figures or in other words, 2 mds 16 seers. iN'either this weight, how- 
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ever, nor the one near the backsight oor res ponds at all with the actual 
present weight of the gun which is only 1 niaund 37 seers.*' Mr. Stapleton 
says that if we take the Sher Shah maund to be SI, 0 lbs. (Thomas’ 
Chromctes p. 430) 2 maunds 16 seers would he equal to 1 md. 22 seers of 
the present weights. On an analysis the metal was found to contain copper 
72 per cent, Zinc & Iran 13. 32 per cent, Tin 1, 83 per cent. 

The text of the in.scriptfOD is given at page 7. The last section 
forms a couplet in the Persian metre ratitaL The date is one year earlier 
than that inscribed on the Narayangtmj gun. The inscription may be 
translated as follows :- 

In the time of the just emperor Sher Shah—may God perpetuate his 
kingdom and authority—in the year 948, wrought by Saiyad Ahmad Humi. 

Sher Shah who is just in the world, 
his good name continue for erer. 

2. Sherahalki (Malda Dist) bronxe Cannon inscription. 

Museum No. 729, Bg. 6, Length 4* 6"+3^" projecting handle+4" 
projecting iron core. Circumference 12" at the breech and 10*' behind 
muzzle, which is shaped like a tiger's head. Bore Weight 1321bs. 
There are 2 small trunnions at the middle. 

The handle with its projecting iron ia intact in this cannon. Behind 
the Ijacksight are engraved in Bengali the figures Ul 

The inscription on this cannon like that on the Malda one is incised 
and consists of one line divided into three sections but the characters are 
a little thinner and smaller and there h an important additional clause, 
absent in the Malda as well as in other known cannon of Sher Shah's—say* 
lug that the cannon was made at the town of Jannatabad. (Gaur) at the 
command of Khwaja Basharat Siiltani. Its date also is the Hijra year 
948,1, c, 1641 A.D. 

Tho cannon was presented to the Society by Srijukta Sudhamayi 
Devi of Shershai, P. S. Kaliachak, Malda District, through Mr. J. Peddie 
I, C. S. 

The text of the inscription is given at page 7. The translation is as 
follows — 
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In the time of the just emperor 9her Shah—may G«1 perpetuate his 
kingdom and authority—in the town of Jannatnluidj alias Gaur, at the 
command of Khwaja Eftsharat Sultani, in the year 9i8—wrought by Salyad 
Ahmad Ruiui. 

Sber Shah who is just iu the urorld, 

May hie good name continue for erer. 

(c) Persian inscriptioiu on stone. 

1. Sultanganf (near Godagari, Bist. Rajahahi) atone inscription. 

Museum No. 189. Tliia bloch of atone formed the right half of 
an arch-shaped door lintel. Present shape irregular, surface about IG' 
high broad. The inscription is in one line on a curve. Character 

(in relief) Persian Sf' hroatl. Langua^ Penman. No date. 

The inscription was found iu the village of Sultanganj, P.S. Godagari, 
Dbt. Rajshahi and presouted to the Society by Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray. 
The lotus leaf carving at the Ijack of the stone shows that it originally 
formed the pedestal of a Hindu images The inscriptioji which is a 
fragmentary one is decorated with lotuses carved in Muslim style. 

The text is given at page 7. It may be translated as follows 

'*0 God I groat us safety and protection from the calamities due to the 
revolutions of the spheres’*. 

The text indicates that the prayer was inacrihed at the gate of some 
private house. It is still the eastom among Muhammadans to write or 
hang such prayers over Ibe gates of bouses, especially at the time of an 
epidemic. 

Z, Vanaihari (Dist. Dkiaypur) stone inscription. 

Mnseront No. 70. Face square, lOJ^ xlO^. Lines 7. Chameters 
Persian (in relief) 1" broad. Language Persian. No date. 

This inscription was found near Yansihari in Bmajpur Dist, and 
presented to the Society by Mr. Sris Chandra Bhattacharya, (of the Public 
Works Department, Bengal). 

The insotiptioD is fragmeutaxy,. having been clipped all round and 
mode into » pillar cap, as its pieaent carvings oil the edges and the mortice 
hole at its centre go to show. Only two words can he read ‘%urikht'’ and 
’^Khwaabilmad'’, the rest are unbteUigible. 



Texts of Inscriptions. 


, (a) Ambic Inscription^^ on stone. 

\ * Mabisantosh Inscription. 

j liwJl Jilt ^^^1 ^UflLJI ^ j Ji; 

»««. ik.^jUaLuH j 4111 Oklv ^UiL^ ^ fciiijh 

j jJLs. Ia^I . .. -i * 

2 Sultanganj Inscription No. K (Throne Verse.) 

+ ^ j + ^ ^ ^j + ^1+ *^f s 

+ ,*4^ +1^^ ^u\j[ + ^ L- ^ + 4uob l| + ioi£ 4 uriJI fii^ 

s^ H“j* j ^ * 1 ^ ° ^ * + j »» i^f + 4 ^ 

3 Sonadanga Inscription« 

^y[ ^ji] 4111 ^ 

Jl*i 42* ^ 

^ j fjJU 421 42J j jHh* iU^ ^ ^ iJjU-i* ^4- uiJiul 

(b) Persian Inscriptions on bronze cannon. 

1 Matda cannon Inscripbon. 

^ m - 1^’ * J-04J .^b jJ 4 2 4Lf %tL 4 r Jkjlc 

2 Sbershahi cannon Inscription. 

jf^ bxsh j4^ jlii 4 Ai1ifli—i jj i£L* ^^^^| jiii 'iLw I L^^b jji 

4 * 44 - Jyi J*^ 

Jjt^. j*b ^ ittf 

(c) Persian bscriprion on stone^ 

1 Sultangani Inscription No. 2 - 

- 4j 1 b ^tflil j ijb Jj*] j ^1 
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II. Adi'Buddha in the Eastern School of Art. 

The cult of Adi‘Buddha ivas studied l>y Brian Hodgson ’ during 
the early part of the nineteenth century^ and siihseq^uently, by other 
soholarH. It is iiitiinHtely related to, and forms a special phase of, MahilySna 
Buddhism,® which pi^jujbes that Buddhas arc deified and eternal lieings, 
possessing the ‘^threo-lx)dies' (tri-kaya ), vii;. dhavina-kiiya, sanibhpgakaya 
and nivma^-kaya, of which the first constitutes the real nature of all 
Buddhas, the second repreaenta a state of blissfulness and the thinl is 
nothing but an illusory body, which, not only Sakyamuni, but in fact 
every Buddha, assumes at times. Thus the Manushl or 'human’ Buddhas 
like ^kyamuni, are reganlod as magical bodies, or reflections, of the fii'c 
Dhyani or U)elestial Buddhas’. 

The special feature of the cult of Adi-Biiddha is that it places 
even at the head of the Dhyani-Buddhas, a primordial l>eing (Adi-Buddha), 
from whom ctuanats or proceed by means of dhyana, all the Buddhas and 
Bodhisattviis. 'I’his cult differs from the Great Vehicle cheiHy in 
this that, whereas tha latter xecognises the historicity of bakyamuni 
and the four other human Buddhas, without confusing them with the 
or 'magical creations’, the former ignores their^ historicity 
altogether and treats all of them as magical creations of Adi-Buddha 
ill a moment of his trance. 

The germ of tins cult is traceable, according to Kern* and atldell, 
in the Saddbarnia-pupdarika (ciroa 1st century A. D. ), although m a 
strictly dogtuatic sense it occurs in a much later period. The deilieation of 
.^akyarauni to the extent oE a primordial bomg‘ who is eternal, and fit the 
same time the belief that he had no material body in the human world but 
only an illusory one in the strictly docetiatic sense, were probably worked 
out by the idealistic ilahasamghikas under the inttuouce of a Brahmanie 
belief in the oxisteivce of an 'all-god’ like Brahinii. The full-fledged cult of 
Adi-Buddha or Svayambhu, as he is called in K epSl, is represented by four 

1 LanffuH^^y LiUrai-ntt ami aw*/ IK 

2 [^iiMcle liiYiilJeij PtTiitwijJon MjihftyiiEwi’aiid'At^^^ Rtl Kilt., Vol jk 3:W*r sml 

YoL I, p. mW. 

3 tho True Ldiw\ Vul. XXI, p- XX^- 

4 Bmklhhm t?f TtMi 

5 Puiiettiin Dll (WuddhiiTn}— Kth^. Vol. 4, p 8^ IT. 
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sjstemsi of philoagpliy, and it appeared in that country, according to Griin- 
wedel," between the 12th and 13th century A. D, The most popular treatise 
dealing with Adi-Buddha is the Brihat»STayambhu-Pur 5 i 3 a ( Bid, Ind.) the 
date of which is proliably somewhat later. But the doctrine is prominently 
mentioned in earlier treatises like the Kitranda-vyuha,' which was translated 
into Chinese between tJSO—1001 A. D., and in the works of the Kalachakra- 
ySna, e. g. the LaghU'Ktvlachakratik&, copied in Bengal during the reign 
of flarivarman (10th century A, B. ). ** It appears from the latter work 
that ‘Kalachakni’ was the name given to ‘Paraui^i-Buddha’ or ‘the great 
primordial Buddha/ who is described as ‘Buddhauam janakah/ i. e, ‘the 
father of Buddhas/ ‘trikayasahitiih/ i, e. ‘having three bodies/ ‘traikaiya- 
saihvedakak/ i, e. ‘one who knows the three k&las/ ‘sarvajna/ i. e. 
omniscient and ‘advaya/ i. e, 'non-dual.’ As this conception ts found 
current in Eastern India, during the Pala period when it was probably 
unknown in ^lepal and Tibet, it may be presumed that it was engendered 
here and later on introduced into other countries. 


There is also iconographic evidence, which is at least as early as the Pflla 
periofl, of the existence of this cult in Eastern India, although its exact 
significance has not yet been perceived by scholars. According to Getty, in 
Nepal, “the Adi-Buddha is always represented as a ‘crowned Buddha,’ that 
is to say, that although he is a Buddha, he wears the live-leaved crown as 
well as the other traditional ornamets of a BhySni-Bodhisattva, and 
dressed tn princely garments.’ (God^ of N'orth^irn Bitddfmm, p, 3). It is, of 
course, not known why Adt-Biiddha should have these embellishments. 
The loginning of this iconographic conception, however, of a jewelled or 
crowned Buddha is to be found in a nutnher of sculptures which have 
fre([uently turned up in Bihar." That the figures are to bo identified with 
Gautama Sakyamuni appears from the fact that the scenes of his life are 
carve[l on the back-slab of several specimens. The anomalous position of a 
monk in royal garb remained hitherto unintelligible and this led scholars to 
deserihe such Buddha images often as ‘uncanonical’ and often as presen- 

G Biftltlhfui Art t*t Jffdia. p. ISW. 

7 R. T^. Mhm, Bitfhlhhi p. ftti, aiid Octtj, God* o/.VorfArrrt p, :v, 

R El. Dft^ripltn Cai*, Val I pp. 

S T, Bloob, .Sirpfir. Cal, Arrh, S>r. M. .Vwj. pp. ^ 2 - 63 , Alsrt Colm. Mitch 

|G Diija Rjini Bdlicki, .Sar. p. 
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ting ‘unorthodox forma/ '' RamSpraaSd Chandsj * * to whom we owe the 
latest treatment of the subject, thinks that “this group of crowned figures 
evidently represent a new type of Buddha that originated in Eastern India 
in the Piila period.” Somewhat earlier examples are probably those 
reproduced hy Cunningbam in liis Mahabodhi, Pl. XXVI, fig, 3. In the 
light of Getty’s important observation quotefl above these figures may 
now be identified with Adi-Buddha. 


I shall in this connection refer, hy way of illustration, to the sculptures 
in the Rajshahi Museum, which Ijelong to this class. ^eyarei^No. 
which was found in the Rajshahi District and Nos. 4^1 » IfTT” ’ 

^ , which came from Bihar. In — ^Jr, > of which 

unfortunately the head is missing, Buddha is represented as sitting in the 
earth-touching attitude’ and wearing jewelled ornaments like bangles; 


brsMselets, necklace, etc. (Fig 4 ). No. shows the ‘jewelled’ Buddha in the 
same attitude with several scenes from his life depicted on the back-slah. 
Tfo. ? is a miniature votive stupa with four figures of the ‘jewelled’ 

Buddha carved around It. Two of these are in ‘the preaching attitude’; 
the third one is seated with an almsbowl on his lap held by two 
while the fourth one is in ‘the earth-touching attitude,’ (Fig 5). In No.^ - 455 - 
the ‘jewelled’ Buddha appears in the centre w'ith a seated Buddha in the garb 
of a monk on either side and two other similarly dre.ssed Budd ha.s are placed 


above the shoulders of the centml figure. (Fig. G).This undoubtedly represents 
the scene of the Great Miracle at gravasti. No. shows the . 


‘jewelled’ Buddha ‘in the preaching attitude’, and has on the pedestal 
two deer, symbolising, of course, the Mrigadilva scene. 


Regarding a few sculptures of the type descriljed above Theo¬ 
dore Bloch** and RamSprasad Chanda**' have pointed out that in those 
pieces that show the ‘crowned Buddha’ in the centre and various scenes 
from his life in the back-slab, he sometimes appears in the latter place in 

11 Cooin»r»waiiijK'. Mut.. I£hf4. No. iSi p. iJd. 

12 Akk. Rtp. .IS/., p, 106 md PI. S7. 

15 Cf, Pouehcr, of flmhtfti*! .Irf, pl, N.XItr. fii;. 1. 

14 0/t, Wt.p, CJl 

16 O/, p. hV>, I 
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Im tnonkish and that in certain other innianees he appears in princely 
garments in both the places. The origin of such treatment has remained 
olweure up till now. But if we take the sculptures to lie Tepresentiitions 
of A li-Biiflclha, there remains practically no dilTiculty in interpreting 
these othervdso unusual features. According to this cult, as Hodgson 
has said, Adi-Buddlia is supposed to have produced a Hodhisaltva ‘who 
having migrated through the three worlds, and through all sis forma of 

animate existence..appeared at last as Siikyasjfiha to teach mankind the 

real sources of happiness and mise^y^ With this theory would correspond 
those aculptures which represent a ‘crowned’ or ‘jewelled’ Buddha, i. e., the 
Primordial Buddha, in the centre of the composition and a numlwr of scenes 
from the life of Gautama (who is lus airmitakft or ‘magical body’) at the 
back showing evidently the emanation of the latter from the former 
and the great power of Eternal Buddhahood, To the docetistic tendency 
was gradually sacrificed 'the actuality of Buddha’s life,’ and some of the 
Buddhist thinkers “laid special stress upon the eight (or four) important 
incidents til his life as the ‘signs’(taksana) of his Biuldhahood.” ‘‘ And 
docetism reached its culmination wlien ySiltyamuni was’ given a place in the 
unreal mythological domain and thoroughly identified with the Primordial 
Buddha, who never came down on earth. This phase of docetism is, I 
think, attesteil by those sculptures in which both AJi-Buddha, ivho 
occupies the centre of the slab ami Sakytvmuni, who occupies the liack-Hlab, 
are represeutud in a similar Wciy, having the crown, necklace, liaugles and 
other ornaments. Pigiires of Buddha decorated with sueh ornaments 
have been found not oti1,v in Eastern India, Nepal and Tibet but also 
in Cambotlia, Laos and Burma.'' Tfc is not iinprobablcs that the iilea 
of representing Adi-Bud lha vvdth personal decorations was borrowed from 
the Eastern School of Indian Art, during the rule of the Pains of Bengal, 

31di.*27. N. G. M. 


16 Op. eiU p. 

n Fiinft.*t!n, RfL Eih., Vot. 4. JL 839, 

IS Se* illuALtiitioti of a 'oxjwtiad OmltOu'm Aftn. AS^L, lilLd-14,^ Fdrt I, PI XH. fig. (1^)^ 
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